
May 18, 2020

Summer Camp at Quillian Center has been going strong for the past 36 years. Camp is about rekindling 
relationships and creating new ones. There are many summer programs that have shuttered their doors. We 
have made the decision to open and begin the process of getting back to normal. We will need everyone to 
recognize this is a new environment and we appreciate everyone's understanding and patience as we move 
forward. Operating camp during these times will be challenging and as I stated before “keeping your hands 
and feet to yourself” has a whole new meaning.

Dear Summer camp parents,

The ACA recommends keeping campers in smaller groups and not mixing groups if possible. These 
parameters will change the way we conduct specialty camps. Another recommendation is regarding 
transporting campers. Unfortunately, this will eliminate programs like Kid City, Back to Nature, golf and 
tennis camp. Teen campers will be consolidated into Group 4, but we will make a special effort to keep our 
older campers engaged. 

Other changes will include daily drop off and pick up procedures. Daily health checks will be required of all 
campers and staff. Staff will be required to wear face covering while inside. During the camp day, there will 
be a dedicated person assigned to disinfecting and sanitizing. Camp staff will also be expected to carry out 
this duty as their groups go from space to space wiping down equipment, etc.

The American Camp Association along with the YMCA have released guidelines to assist with camp 
operations during COVID. The staff at Quillian Center have gone through and have implemented many of 
these suggested guidelines to help keep campers and staff safe this summer. 

We have been waiting on our state and local leaders to announce the opening of Summer Camps. Today, 
Governor Abbott did just that. Camp Quillian 2020, will open on Monday June 1. With that said, summer 
camp will look a little different as we navigate these times during the COVID-19 crisis.

Quillian Center

Making Summers Last a Lifetime!!

I am looking forward to Camp Quillian 2020 and looking forward to seeing you and your family back this 
summer as well. 

Tom Gaden, Executive Director

If you have not yet registered for camp you must registration is on-line at . We will www.quilliancenter.org
not entertain any walkup registrations and all lunch/snack card purchases must be done on-line as well. On 
the summer camp page, you will see a detailed list of the measures we are taking to ensure the safety of 
campers and staff. Also is a revised daily camp schedule. And of course, you can call or email us to ask any 
questions about camp.



Camp Quillian 2020 
COVID-19 Update 

 
Reinventing camp for Summer 2020 will have its challenges. The American Camp Association 

and the YMCA have released guidelines specifically regarding camp operations. Quillian’s staff 

has been working through these guidelines to establish safe practices and procedures for 

campers and staff. Thank you for your patience and understanding as we all navigate this new 

way of conducting business and camp programming. The following bullet points are changes 

from the parent handbook as they relate to COVID-19. These protocols may be updated based on 

guidance from the ACA, CDC, CCL, OSHA and/or the American Academy of Pediatrics. 

 
• From the Governor's Strike Force to re-open Texas, a note about children and COVID-19: The virus that 

causes COVID-19 can infect people of all ages. While the risk of serious illness or loss of life is greatest in 

those 65 years of age or older with pre-existing health conditions, persons in every age group can become 

infected with COVID-19 and some may become seriously ill or even die. We should all be thankful that, 

with rare exceptions, COVID-19 is not claiming the lives of our children. However, we can never forget that 

a child with a mild or even asymptomatic case of COVID-19 can spread that infection to others who may be 

far more vulnerable. COVID-19 is spread from person to person through contact that is close enough to 

share droplets generated by coughing, sneezing, speaking, and even just breathing. COVID-19 can also be 

spread by touching objects where contaminated droplets have landed. Because of this easy manner of 

transmission, an infant, child or young person who is infected with COVID-19 can spread the infection to 

others they come in close contact with, such as members of their household, teachers, or other caregivers. 

We have learned that infected persons with mild or even no symptoms can spread COVID-19. These facts 

are vitally important when considering the reopening of schools, childcare centers, youth camps and other 

places that provide care and education for our children. One thing is for certain: We must find reasonably 

safe ways to restore these services so that our children can be cared for and educated, and for their parents 

and guardians to be able to return to work. For adults in the workplace or other public spaces, we are 

confident that if certain measures such as cloth face coverings or non-medical grade masks, respiratory 

etiquette, frequent hand washing / hand sanitation and environmental cleaning and sanitizing are widely 

observed, we can then proceed with reopening Texas in a safe and measured way. However, such protective 

measures that we can expect from adults are, for a variety of reasons, simply not possible for infants, 

children and youth to practice in schools, child care centers, and youth camps. In some cases, the child will 

be too young to understand and practice these precautions. We cannot, for example, expect a group of 

toddlers or schoolchildren not to engage in interactive play or share toys, All of these factors mean that 

while certain precautions against the spread of COVID-19 can and will be applied to schools, child care 

centers, and youth camps, the infection control measures that can be put in place in these settings will differ 

from those that are suitable for other social, business and commercial settings. Every adult who is 

responsible for providing care or education for infants, children and youth in these settings must be aware 

of these facts and be willing to comply with the infection control measures that will be in place in these 

settings. Parents should monitor the health of their children and not send them to the program if they 

exhibit any symptom of COVID-19. They should seek COVID-19 testing promptly and report results to the 

program given the implications for other children, families, and staff. Individuals aged 65 or older are at a 

higher risk of COVID-19. Parents should protect any vulnerable persons who are members of the same 

household or come into frequent, close contact with infants, children and youth who attend child care 

centers, schools, or youth camps. 



• Camp Quillian will follow federal, state and local guidelines regarding group sizes, health 

screenings, and cleaning schedules 

• ALL Camper Registration and the purchasing of lunch and snack cards MUST be done on-line 

and in advance (prior to 11:59 pm on Sunday the week attending to avoid late fees). This will 

eliminate face to face contact and the handling of cash. Walk up registration will not be 

accepted. 

• Curbside drop-off/pick-up so parents/guardians don’t enter the building.  

• Drop off will be from 7:30am – 9:00am at curbside, in front of the gym. NOTE: The gym doors 

will be locked at 9:00am. After 9:00am, parents must ring the doorbell at the front door entering 

the gym and someone will administer check in procedures.  

• Pick up will be from 4:00-6:30pm. Pick up procedures will differ. Please park in a designated 

space, not along the curb. There will be a check out table in front of the gym. Show your ID to the 

staffer on duty. We will then radio for your camper to be escorted out of the building. 

• Temperature check of children prior to entering the program will be conducted. Campers will 

not be allowed if they have a temperature above 100.4 degrees.  

• Temperature check of staff will be conducted upon arrival to work each day. Staff will not be 

allowed if they have a temperature above 100.4 degrees.  

• Campers or staff who have the following symptoms should stay at home. Symptoms may 

appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. People with these symptoms may have COVID-19 

and should not attend camp. 

i. Cough 

ii. Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

iii. Fever 

iv. Chills 

v. Muscle pain 

vi. Sore throat 

vii. New loss of taste or smell 

• This list is not all possible symptoms. Other less common symptoms have been reported, 

including gastrointestinal symptoms like nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea. 

• The daily schedule has been modified to limit interaction between groups of campers. Groups 

will stay together throughout the day. Staff will be with the same group every day. 

• Specialty Camps will be modified to limit interaction between groups of campers. Specialty 

Camps requiring transportation have been cancelled or modified to be conducted on-site.  



• Swimming - those campers who wish to swim will be divided into swimmer/non-swimmer 

groups. Group 1 will swim in the Noah's ark pool. Group 2 will swim in the shallow end of the 

big pool. Groups 3 and 4 will swim at separate ends in the big pool.  

• Hand washing will be scheduled after activities and before lunch and snack time. Campers will 

be reminded about hand washing times throughout the day. A limit number of campers will be 

allowed in the restroom at a time. 

• Showers and lockers will be off limits to all campers and staff. campers will be directed to put 

their bags and lunches in the Red or Blue cubbies when they arrive. 

• Outdoor activities that allow for more spreading out will be encouraged.  

• No items brought from home except personal sports equipment needed for specialty camp 

activities. I.e. baseball mit, swim goggles, or maybe a book to read during free time. Please NO 

CELL PHONES, TOYS, CARD GAMES, ETC. 

• Water bottles with your campers name clearly labelled are encouraged. 

• Hand sanitizer will be available throughout the building and with each head counselor.  

• Extra custodial staff will be hired to disinfect areas and equipment throughout the day. Camp 

staff will also be disinfecting areas as they rotate from station to station.  

• Nightly cleaning of the buildings will sanitize all rooms before camp opens the next day. 

• Lunchroom will be sanitized between groups. Staff assisting campers with food will be required 

to wear gloves. 

• All staff will wear face covering while inside the buildings.  

• Campers in groups 3 and 4 (over 10 years of age) are encouraged to wear face covering’s when 

indoors and not participating in physical activities. 

• Summer Camp staff training will include specific training dealing with COVID-19. 

• Social Distancing will be the biggest challenge with campers. Counselors will reinforce the 

need to social distance and redirect as needed. Campers who cannot practice social distancing 

will be asked to stay home. Keeping hands and feet to one’s self has a whole new meaning. 

 


